

Chairman:	Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr G Dyke; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr I Ward; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr R Swanston
		Cllr J Waller-Davies; Cllr J Baker, Cllr S Davenport
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 8th July 2024  At Criftins Parish Hall

299	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
Cllr Evans welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:36pm. Apologies were noted from Cllrs Richardson, Penrose and Jackson. There were no members of the public present. 

300	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations (LGA 1972 s94)
No interests were declared no requests received. 

301	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th June 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. 
With one amendment as proposed by Cllr K Egerton and seconded by Cllr Evans, the Minutes of the Meeting were proposed for approval by Cllr Waller-Davies, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

302	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

303	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No reports were given. 

304	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
No update was available from Shropshire Council due to the recent Election. Cllr Davenport reported that the new Government has announced changes to the Planning laws.  The potholes between Spunhill and Lee have been reported for repair. The Clerk was asked to request an update following the site meeting at the Spunhill junction. 

305	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 10th June 2024
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the approved minutes of the last meeting, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 

306	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
The Clerk reported that she has had enquiries from residents who live within the 40mph zone in Dudleston Heath who have asked why some streetlights are no longer working/being repaired. Cllr Ward confirmed that some lights were not upgraded due to the presence of asbestos and the cost of removal and replacing them with LED lighting. The Parish Council is only maintaining LED lights not the old style sodium lights. The lights on Horseshoe Lane could not be updated due to needing new wiring/a new supply which was too expensive. 


307	Playground  - Inspection reports
Previous items raised have been reported for attention. No update. 

308	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Councillors reported the presence of many potholes.  The recent repairs in Eastwick Lane have been washed out.  
The Councillors discussed the quote received for £175 to spray the weeds in Hill Park. Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 
Cllr Baker proposed remedial work to the verges by the School. A quote has been received for c£800 for 20 tonnes of materials plus labour.  The Clerk requested a written quote and confirmation of insurance details. These are to be forwarded. Cllr Baker requested that the work be done prior to the School re-opening in September.  Cllr Gargiulo will inform the School.  Cllr Davenport proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. This will be ratified in September.  

b	Dudleston		
Cllr Egerton raised a recent accident on the Pentre Morgan bend. Photographs have been forwarded to Councillors for consideration that signage is required to warn of the upcoming bend. Action: to report to Highways for inspection/consideration. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported that the new signs have been installed near Winston Farm.  She raised local concerns over the speed of traffic on the Ellesmere Road.  The footpath at Val View is overgrown. It was confirmed that this falls under the landowner’s responsibility. The culverted drain on the Tetchill Moor road is not flowing properly.  
The trial bus service route is being taken to Shropshire Council for consideration to include Lee and Hordley. 
Due to recent unpleasant verbal abuse levelled at a Councillor, the Clerk was asked to prepare a notice for all noticeboards to request that Councillors are not approached at home.  

d	Lee				
Cllr Dyke reported that a quote for new noticeboards for Lee and Welsh Frankton is due next week.  
Concerns over the number of poles being erected by Freedom Fibre locally. Councillors believed that existing infrastructure was due to be utilised as much as possible however notices indicate that a large number of poles will be installed between Lee and Tetchill. Action: Clerk to report

e	Welsh Frankton 
Repairs to the bus shelter have been completed.  
The canal path is overgrown. This has been reported and surveyed by the Canal & River Trust.  
	
f	Criftins School 			
Recent newsletters have been received. Shropshire Council has agreed to the School’s acadamisation which will probably happen in October. The children have been having taster days for September. The Nursery will open in September. 

g	Community policing		
A newsletter has been received. The Clerk reported that items have been submitted for inclusion on the Policing Charter as requested. 



h	Footpaths			
Covered. 

i	Bus stops
The Clerk reported that the Highways Department has responded to the query regarding the request to relocate some stops in Dudleston Heath.  No update as yet.  
A quote to tidy up the bus shelter in Criftins has been received for £160.  Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

309	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
No update. 

310	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Meeting feedback (if applicable)	
Councillors discussed ground penetration investigations to establish if any burials took place at the bottom of the cemetery. Cllr Ward said that this work had been undertaken 25 years ago and was probably recorded in the Shropshire Archives.  
The Clerk reported that she has requested to be copied in on all correspondence from the Cemetery Co-ordinator as currently she is not.  
The offer of additional burial ground has not progressed. The landowner will be contacted again. 

311	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
No matters were raised into correspondence received and circulated. 

312	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
No update.

b	Defibrillators – checks and training dates 
The next training session will be on 10/7/24. The session at Welsh Frankton was well received. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping
No progress has been made as yet regarding the sourcing of maps to show the entire length. Cllr Swanston to progress. 

d	Annual Joint Dinner – to discuss
The date of 19/9/24 was agreed upon. Cllr Waller-Davies to take forward. The Clerk reported interest in an event from the Town Council. 		

313	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No additional items were raised. 

b	Road Closures  
Nothing to report. 



c	Sign cleaning – update
No update. 

d	VAS 
One unit still needs to be allocated. Councillors agreed that perhaps it could be used at Pentre Morgan or Spunhill.  A meeting will need to be arranged between Highways, the Police and the Parish Council.  To take forward. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) – update/feedback
Covered. 

314	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure/Statements
Cllr Egerton proposed the approval of the accounts presented from April to July, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Egerton proposed the approval of all payments due, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. The Clerk reported that she has chased uncashed cheques which will be followed up. 

c	Dog waste bin costs (Gravel Hole) – update
No update. 

d	External audit – update
The Clerk reported that the submission has been acknowledged. 

e	Quote for bus shelter repairs
Covered. 

f	Noticeboards – quotes for work/replacement
Covered. 

g	Bus shelter repairs (DH) – quote 
Covered. 

h	Defibrillators – to consider the purchase of bleed kits for the units
The Clerk asked if the Councillors saw any value in providing bleed kits to be located inside the defibrillator cabinets.  Councillors expressed interest and asked for a quote. 
The Tetchill defibrillator has recently been used and replaced. 

I	Weed spraying quote for Hill Park
Covered. 




	
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/07/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£407.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/07/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£30.00
	2521
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/07/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/06/24
	MA Roberts 
	Bus shelter repairs (WF)
	£250.00
	2522
	LG Misc Prov Act 1953 s4

	
	
	
	
	
	



Councillors discussed the provision of wifi for the Halls. The Clerk confirmed that NF can be used to pay for it.  To take forward. 

315	Parish Matters/Items for the next agendas 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:15pm. 
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