


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th April 2018 held at Ellesmere Town Hall

Chair:

S Palmer

Cllrs Present:
J Baker; K Follington; K Egerton; I Walford; P Clubbe; J Garguilo; G Dyke; 


B Cole, P Clubbe; I Ward

Clerk:

M Joyce 

442
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements
The Chair welcomed everyone to the April Meeting of the Parish Council, opening proceedings at 7:27pm.  

443
Public Question Time - To respond to any matters raised by members of the public. 

One member of the public attended the Meeting.

444
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies receceived from Cllrs Williams, Davenport and Bevan which were accepted by the Council. 

445
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
No declarations or requests were received. 

446 Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee – Update if available - Cllr Mrs K Egerton 

No meeting has been held. 

447 
Community Policing – to include: Local reports: Cllr Baker reported alarm issues at Criftins Hall over the weekend.  The Police, and dog handler, had attended and made a very thorough inspection of the whole premises.  Local van break-ins have been reported. Councillors asked the Clerk to sign the Council up to receive Neighbourhood Watch information from the Police.

448
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th March 2018 - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Councillor Baker, seconded by Cllr Follington, proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

449
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th March 2018 - requiring members’ further attention.
Cllr Garguilo reported that the beer barrels were still in place along the verge in Chapel Lane; Clerk to ask Highways again to inspect. 





450
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Bevan was not present to give his report.  

451 Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Cllr Egerton confirmed that the Joint Burial Committee is in the process of transferring finances to the control of the Town Council.
452
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Neither Unitary Councillor was present. 

453
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston

Potholes and flooding issues still ongoing as per last month’s report.  The Clerk gave details of how potholes are assessed for repair following a report from Highways at the Town and Parish Council Forum.  Councillors agreed that this system is not cost effective and asked the Clerk to write to Highways, copying in Cllr Davenport.  

(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for a quote to raise the internal level of the bus shelter to reduce flooding.  The pavement at the front of the Hall still requires cleaning.  Clerk to chase.

(c) Welsh Frankton


Pothole opposite garage requires attention.

(d)
Tetchill
Cllr Walford reported local land contamination issue.  Councillors gave recommendations of companies who might remove the soil.

(d) Lee




Councillors reported concerns about unwanted activity in the layby on the TEtchill to Lee Road. Clerk to report as appropriate and ask for patrols. 

(e)
General Issues
Clerk to request timescale information again as to the provision of a replacement name location sign.

454
Planning 
a)  To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 15th March 2018 - Councillors acknowledged receipt.

456
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk ciruclated bank reconciliation, cash book and payments and receipts summaries for information.  Bank statements were made available for reconciliation purposes.  Councillors queried S137 spend – the Clerk gave an overview of powers of expenditure and exceptional items of spend falling into the S137 category. 

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
The Clerk presented the invoices due for payment including the salary, PAYE and pension payments. Cllr Ward proposed the payments be made, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Councillors reviewed the grounds maintenance renewal quote for 2018-19. They agreed to source more quotations for May’s meeting as proposed by Cllr Palmer, seconded by Cllr Ward.
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque No

	16/03/18
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£30.00
	2050

	30/03/18
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£688.80
	SO

	09/04/18

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£233.77
	2051

	10/04/18
	Nest
	Clerk’s pension
	£16.09
	DD

	05/03/18
	SALC 
	Affiliation fee
	£817.72
	2052

	09/03/18
	Shropshire Council
	Litter bin
	£360.00
	2053

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


(c) Clerk’s annual salary review – presentation of figures for confirmation/approval
Clerk presented figures to give increases to the spinal point scale for her salary as per the decision agreed in February (to backdate salary increase in line with sp salary figures for 2016-17 and 2017-18).  Councillors agreed the salary shortfall adjustment payments as proposed by Cllr Palmer, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 

(d) DPO outsourcing 
The Clerk presented the contract from DM Malley payroll services for outsourcing the DPO function which was duly approved and signed. The annual cost will be £360 due to the precept size.  The Clerk confirmed that she had had a meeting with the company who had advised on electronic data file storage, document retention, privacy policy, information regarding the website, file storage recommendations and so forth.  

(e) Insurance quotation received for review
The Clerk reported that a favourable quote has been obtained for comparison for this year’s insurance renewal.  The current policy expires 31st  May 2018.  The renewal will be discussed and presented for decision in May.
(f) Precept and NF payment notification
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council will receive £9,578.84 later this month with the precept payment.  The precept payment has been confirmed as £35,422.00.  Councillors agreed to review place plans again in May in order to review Neighbourhood Fund spend.
457  
Housekeeping

(a) Clerk’s update on GDPR compliance and recommendations for operational practices
The Clerk advised Councillors on data retention and recommended a ‘spring clean’ of documents kept to ensure compliance.  

(b) Annual Parish Meeting
The Clerk confirmed that the agenda has been put on the website and distributed for display on the notice boards.  She further confirmed that letters of invitation have been issued to the donation recipients as per the request at the last Meeting. Donations to remain at the same level as previous years. The Clerk informed Councillors that the Leader of Shropshire Council, Cllr P Nutting has been invited. No response as yet.

(c) Joint Annual Dinner
The Clerk confirmed that the Boathouse has been booked for this event. The Town Council has been informed but the Clerk is currently on holiday. Will ascertain numbers. 
Menu choices provided at £15 per head which Councillors appproved. 


(d) Updated Health and safety policy for review
To take forward to May for adoption with other policies


458
Correspondence - To consider any correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk:
Police survey to be completed by Cllr Palmer online. 

459
Street lighting 
Councillors asked the Clerk to contact Eon to obtain an up to date quotation for the proposed LED street lighting upgrade. 
460
Parish Matters/Items for the May Agenda 
Councillors discussed whether a decision had been taken to give funding to the Ifton Colliery project.  Clerk to check the Minutes. Councillors agreed that they would not provide funding for the project in order to keep reserves for essential infrastructure maintenance/upgrade.
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending, reminding them of the Annual Parish Meeting on 24th April.  The Meeting was declared closed at 8:20pm.

The next Meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 14th May 2018.










Next Ordinary Meeting Date of ERPC: 14/05/18
At Ellesmere Town Hall immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


