ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th February 2020 held at

Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo, Cllr S Palmer; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Cole; Cllr P Clubbe; 



Cllr I Walford; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr I Ward; Cllr B Williams; 


Cllr K Egerton
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

784
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:33pm.  


785
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 

Three members of the public attended the meeting. One resident addressed the Council regarding an application for funding which has been received for consideration for the supply of a mains sewerage connection for Tetchill.  The resident explained the ongoing issues which as a result of their soakaway having been disconnected by a new landowner on the neighbouring plot of land which had been used for the last 3 years until the land was sold.  The cost of the whole project is £87k.  The Council is being asked to contribute £27k.  Once the connection has been installed other properties nearby would also be able to connect to it.



786
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr S Davenport, Cllr S Evans and Cllr P Clubbe.


787
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

Cllr Walford declared a pecuniary interest in the mains sewerage connection funding application.  


788  
Community Policing 

No report received for this month. 

789
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th January 2020 - To approve the minutes;
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Cole proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

790
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th January 2020 not otherwise included on this agenda - requiring members’ further attention.
(Cllr Dyke joined the Meeting at 7:42pm).  Cllr Baker provided the Clerk with an address as agreed at the previous Meeting.

791
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Cole to carry out a playground inspection. The Clerk sought approval for a quote for an emergency contact sign for the playground at a cost of £40. Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Action: Clerk to order the sign and arrange for the Grounds Maintenance contractor to fit.

792
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Cllr Baker gave a report from the last Cemetery Working Group meeting.  The new path will start to be used very shortly as the uptake of plots has increased.  It was agreed that the two Councils will not be invoiced for 2019-20 or 2020-21.  Action: Clerk to request confirmation in writing.


793
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Williams reported no specific news to impart from Shropshire Council this month.  An external consultant has been brought in to assist with the Highways restructuring. He gave a breakdown as to how their overall budget is split up between departments.  

794
Planning 
 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 13th January 2020
Cllr Walford proposed, seconded by Cllr Egerton accepting the Minutes from the last Planning Committee Meeting, all agreed. Resolved. 

795
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston



Pothole reported at Dudleston Hall junction. Cllr Wardle to provide map location.  It was suggested that the Clerk request the signpost be relocated from the B5068 Dudleston Fields crossroads to improve visibility.  
The lighting upgrade is now complete however Shropshire Council still needs to address the sub-standard lighting through the 30mph area through Dudleston.  

(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Issue reported with flooding water at Little Greenhill Farm.  

Previous reports of hedges in need of cutting and road cleaning required were raised. Clerk to write.

(c)
Welsh Frankton


Cllr Palmer queried a road closure for Frankton Lane which has not been notified to the Council.  Gulleys require cleaning near Frankton Hall (House).  

The Clerk was asked to chase Canal and River Trust for works scheduled to the canal path as previously reported. 

(d)
Lee

No items reported. 

(e)
Tetchill




Flooding at Coachman’s bridge reported again.  3 potholes on the road on lhs before the bridge. 

(f)
General issues
Councillors queried who is responsible for clearing of ditches.  The Clerk has added Riparian Landowner’s responsibility information to the website.

796
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk circulated current spreadsheets. The bank reconciliation was checked against the statements for accuracy and signed off as accurate. 
(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments (including the salary and pension payments) were proposed for approval by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 

(c)
Grant funding requests – Criftins Parish Hall/Welsh Frankton Hall – item to be taken forward to March/April for consideration. 

(d)
Sign cleaning quote with view to applying for a EMG
Cllr Dyke to forward the details to the Clerk. 

(e)
VAS/PCC Fund for safer roads – application to be considered
Waiting for approval from Shropshire Council and confirmation of suitable locations.  Clerk to chase. 

(f) 
Criftins Parish Hall Defibrillator – to discuss cabinet/defib condition
The Chairman gave an overview of the condition of the defibrillator and cabinet which was installed some years ago at Criftins Parish Hall. He recomended that the Council considers replacing it and returning the old unit to the Rotary Club.  Cllr Baker proposed purchasing a new unit, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed.  Action: Clerk to order. 

(g)
Grant funding application for connection to mains sewerage for Tetchill
8:35pm Cllr Walford left the Meeting.
The Clerk confirmed that the request for mains sewerage connections for all new housing in Tetchill has not been included in the Place Plan.  Councillors discussed what Neighbourhood Fund money can be spent on. Cllr Williams will raise this request with the CiL team to check whether it would be permissible for the Parish Council, in theory, to provide the money for such a scheme.  In light of the issues experienced by the houses at Cust Cottages, a meeting is being arranged with Severn Trent and the Environment Agency.  Councillors discussed the Planning Permission given to the plot next to Cust Cottages and the Parish Council recommendation that these should have mains sewerage connections. This was overlooked at the determination stage.  Severn Trent and Environment Agency to be contacted to review the situation.  Shropshire Council Officers to be asked to inspect.  Cllr Williams to contact the CiL Department for clarification of NF money spend. To take the application forward to the next Meeting for further consideration.
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2184
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	20/01/20
	Eon
	Lighting upgrade final invoice
	£2,697.85
	2185
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	05/02/20
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	2186
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	
	
	
	
	
	


 (h)
To renew membership to SCRUA
Cllr Gargiulo proposed renewing the membership, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
(i)
To renew the Grounds Maintenance Contract for 2020-21 – to receive quotation
Cllr Ward proposed renewing the contract at the same price for next year, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 
(j)
Grant funding request from Ellesmere Library for consideration
The Clerk was asked to check the level of funding agreed by the Town Council. To take forward. 


797
Housekeeping

(a) Website 


The defibrillator training sessions have been advertised on the website. 
Details of the defibrillators will be included. 





(b) Training opportunities

No uptake.
(c)
Defibrillators – training update


The Clerk confirmed that training sessions for using the new defibrillators have been arranged as follows:

Welsh Frankton Village Hall: Friday 6th March 2020 at 7pm.  Anyone interested in learning how to operate the new defibrillators is welcome to attend. 

Criftins Parish Hall: Saturday 14th March 2020 at 10am. 
798
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting:
(a)
SALC bulletins etc circulated by email inc Shropshire Council consultations; 
(b)
CiL Local – expression of interest application forms – to enable Councillors to consider a re-application for funds; 









No decision taken.
(c)
Road Closure:  Chapel Lane, Dudleston Heath
Start Date: 6th April 2020 End Date: 7th April 2020 Purpose: Road Closure - Work on overhead lines.Works Promoter:   SP Energy NetworksWorks Promoter Ref: GY030MW90104SHOPA Enforcement pattern for Chapel Lane, Dudleston Heath:
09.30 - 14.30 hrsYou can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=116182382
799
Parish Matters/Items for the March Agenda 
Annual joint dinner/Annual Parish Meeting date to be confirmed.
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 21:09pm.  
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