
ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr K Egerton 
Councillors:	Cllr R Swanston; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr T Richardson; 
		Cllr J Waller-Davies
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr B Evans
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 9th June 2025 At Criftins Parish Hall

475	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The meeting was chaired by the Vice Chairman, Cllr Egerton. Apologies were received from Cllr Evans, Cllr Ward and Cllr Davenport. Two members of the public attended the Meeting. No representations were received. Cllr Egerton welcomed Unitary Cllr B Evans to the Parish. 

476	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
To confirm that all Members have completed the Register of Member’s Interests forms
The Councillors reported some issues completing the online forms. To take up with Democratic Services. 
No declarations were received. 

477	Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Gargiulo proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

478	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

479	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended nor action taken not covered under items on the agenda. 

480	Unitary Councillors’ Reports
The Unitary Councillors representing St Martins Division are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Unitary Cllr B Evans reported that he was delighted to have been elected and will be happy to take forward any matters affecting the Parish to Shropshire Council.  He confirmed that he will be attending the Planning Appeal meeting on 17th June. 

481	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th May 2025
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the Minutes of the last Planning Committee meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved.

482	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
Nothing to report. 




483	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection report (March)
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the latest monthly inspection report, noting the findings therein. Weeds were noted.  The Clerk reported that the Contractor had recently sprayed them off. 
She further reported that the annual inspection is due to be completed this month. 

484	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Waller-Davies gave an update on recent activity in the adjoining field which all appears to be environmentally led.  He reported that curlews have been spotted in the local area.  
Three large potholes were reported. Water being drained out onto the highway was reported. Cllr Evans to report to Highways, Cllr Waller-Davies to supply location details. 
Highway parking issues reported at the last meeting have been responded to by the Police.  
Bus stop works still outstanding. The Clerk has chased for an update. 

b	Dudleston		
Kilhendre Bridge repairs are still outstanding. The Clerk has chased Highways for an update. 
The drainage issues in Church Lane by St Mary’s are still outstanding. 
Cllr Jackson reported that a sink hole on the B5069 towards St Martins, after Westminster Stone but before Plas Warren has re-appeared. A cone put there by the Council has now gone. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston raised the market day bus service. She asked Cllr Evans to lobby for funding for the continuation of the service for 6 months per year, pickup at 10am, return at 12 from Ellesmere at a cost of £60pw. 

d	Lee				
Nothing to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Nothing to report. The next two meetings will be held in Welsh Frankton. 

f	Dog fouling(signage)
The Clerk has new signage available from the dog warden for use around the parish.

g	Criftins School 			
The School will be acadamised on 1st July. 

h	Community policing	
No attendance at the meetings. The Police Facebook page was reported to be informative. 

i	Footpaths					
It was noted that the P3 Group has been active in the local area again. 

485	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs
Cllr Swanston proposed obtaining quotes for tree work, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Cllr Waller-Davies to obtain and circulate.  He will also be making some owl boxes to install.  


486	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. The Clerk reported that the year-end accounts have been forwarded to aid completion of the Parish Council’s annual return.

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
Cllr Gargiulo was proposed by Cllr Waller-Davies, seconded by Cllr Egerton, to join the CWG as the Council’s fourth member. 
Councillors reported that they had undertaken the annual cemetery walk around prior to the last meeting.  

487	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion to inc: Thank you email from Mr B Williams; SC leadership team updates; 
The insurance renewal was noted. 
The thank you email from Mr B Williams was acknowledged. 
Play area annual inspection date was noted. 
NSAC meeting date noted. 

488	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported positively. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required
Cllr Egerton has fitted the new battery into the Criftins defib. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Cllr Swanston reported that she has been in touch with Hordley PC to ask if they can assist with the Tetchill Brook mapping. No response to date. 

d	Banking – to complete Board resolution form and new mandates
Cllr Egerton proposed updating the mandates, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Swanston proposed updating the resolution form, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	To appoint a further Cllr to be a member of the Cemetery Working Group
Covered under previous item. 
		
489	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Nothing to report. 

b	Road Closure notifications: to acknowledge 
Noted.

c	VAS - update on installation
The Clerk reported that the company has gone out of business. She is pursuing via the parent company a refund or provision of the outstanding unit. 




d	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application/update on bus stop allocations/update on Tetchill service
Covered. 

e	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion
This has been included in the year’s budget allocation and programmed. No date has been given. 

490	Accounts	
a	End of Year Bank Reconciliation for approval
Cllr Waller-Davies proposed approving the year end reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Richardson proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update from the Dog Warden.

d	Internal Audit- to accept the report and any findings therein
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the report and findings therein, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	Annual Governance Statement – to complete and approve
Councillors reviewed the Governance Statement. Cllr Gargiulo proposed completely the form positively, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Governance Statement was duly signed by the Clerk and Chairman. 

f	Annual Accounting Statement 2024-25	- to approve
Councillors reviewed the Accounting Statement. Cllr Egerton proposed completely the form positively, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. The Accounting Statement was duly signed by the Clerk and Chairman. 

g	Publication of the Notice for the Exercise of Public Rights  
The Clerk confirmed that she would distribute the notice for display once the return has been submitted.


	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	03/02/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£1234.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/05/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/06/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/06/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Website l hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/01/25
	Lakeside coaches
	Bus service
	£180.00
	2568
	Transport Act 1985 106A

	30/01/25
	Lakeside coaches
	Bus service
	£240.00
	2569
	Transport Act 1985 106A

	28/02/25
	Lakeside coaches
	Bus service
	£120.00
	2570
	Transport Act 1985 106A

	09/05/25
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2571
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/06/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	20/05/25
	A Faulkner
	Grounds maintenance
	£95.00
	2572
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10/PHA 1875 s164

	17/04/25
	A Faulkner
	Repairs playground
	£127.20
	2573
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10/PHA 1875 s164

	30/05/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2574
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10/PHA 1875 s164

	27/05/25
	Starboard Sys
	Accounting software
	£414.72
	2575
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/05/25
	D Betts
	Grounds maintenance
	£1500.00
	2576
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10/PHA 1875 s164

	13/05/25
	MedUK
	Defib parts
	£234.00
	2577
	PHA 1936 s234

	13/5/25
	SDH Accounting
	Internal audit
	£320.87
	2578
	LGA 1972 s94

	19/05/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£1,340.28
	DD
	HA 1980 s301; PCA 1957 s3

	09/05/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£196.84
	2579
	LGA 1972 s111




491	Items for the next agenda (14th July 2025)
NF spend; Bleed kits
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:49pm.
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