ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th June 2019 held at
Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker
Cllrs Present: 
Cllr K Egerton;  Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr P Clubbe, Cllr S Palmer; Cllr S Davenport


Cllr B Cole; Cllr S Evans; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr I Walford, Cllr G Dyke; 
Clerk:

M Joyce 
675
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
Cllr J Baker welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:13pm.  

676
Public Question Time 
There were no members of the public present.
677
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr I Ward and Cllr B Williams.


678
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations were received. 


679
Community Policing
No member of the Police force attended the Meeting. No report received.

670
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th May 2019 - To approve the minutes;
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Wardle, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

671
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2019 - requiring members’ further attention.

Councillors discussed the recent report of new gateways having been installed and sections of hedge being removed in order to facilitate this.  Clerk to chase Planning for a response as to whether permission is necessary.  It was reported that the missing sign near the Old Shop has been replaced. 


672 Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Cole reported that he had carried out an inspection. The grass was in need of cutting but all equipment was in good order.

673 Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Cllr Baker gave a report from the Cemetery Working Group.  New contractor in place from 1st June.  It has been confirmed that ERPC will not be receiving a percentage of the cash assets as a repayment as had been previously suggested.  Councillors discussed lack of cemetery spaces and no land to expand into in Ellesmere. It has been forecast that the cemetery will need to close in c 20 years time due to lack of space.  Councillors expressed the view that cash reserves should be put aside to purchase more burial land.   After the cemetery closes all income generated will cease and it will require ongoing maintenance.  These views should be put to the Town Council for consideration.  Clerk to liaise with the Town Clerk for CWG updates.  

674 Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Davenport reported issues with the Highways Maintenance Contractor and mitigation measures being undertaken to protect Shropshire Council against any failure of the contract.

675
Planning 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 13/05/19
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 

676
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston
Nothing to report. 
(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Cllrs reported that hedges and verges near Criftins School require cutting asap.
(c) Welsh Frankton
Cllr Palmer gave an update on apparent lack of progress in establishing a remedy to the potential sewerage drainage issues for the new development in Welsh Frankton.  No update has been received yet from WSP. Cllr Davenport responded that he is aware that WSP have written a report which has been sent to the EA.  Councillor Dyke proposed that the Parish Council should write to the landowner to recommend a suitable remedy to the unsatisfactory proposals. Seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 


(d)
Tetchill
Notice board to be installed next week. 
(e) Lee




No matters were raised. 
(f)
General issues
None reported. 

677
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Latest spreadsheets of the cash book and bank reconciliation were circulated for information. Balances were checked and signed off against bank statements. 
(b) Invoices and payments for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda):  A second invoice for additional internal audit work for the annual return was noted as received from the Internal Auditor. 








	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/06/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49

(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	27/05/19
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£250.00
	2140
	LGA 1972 s151

	27/05/19
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£75.00
	2141
	LGA 1972 s151


Payments were proposed and seconded as approved by Cllr Walford, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Cheques were duly signed.  

(c)
To receive the audited Balance Sheet and Receipts & Payments Accounts 31/3/19
Cllr Dyke proposed receiving the accounts, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. 
(d)
To receive the Internal Auditor’s report: Cllr Palmer, seconded by Cllr Dyke, proposed acknowledging the report, to be signed off in July to give Councillors an opportunity to consider the additional report received in relation to further work undertaken on the annual return.
(e)
Completion of the Annual Governance Statement
Councillors completed the report positively, proposed by Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Dyke.  All agreed.   The form was duly signed off by the Clerk and Chairman. 
(f)
Approval of the AGAR (conditional upon completion of internal audit)
The Clerk gave an update on the process undertaken to complete this year’s annual return. The Town Council has dealt with the CWG on a different basis than expected for its annual return. She reported that the Town Council has treated ERPC as a ‘creditor’ for the purposes of the CWG account.  Consequently, ERPC has to treat ETC as a ‘debtor’ and move to an income and expenditure system, rather than payments and receipts as it has done to date (as it falls below the required threshold for I&E).  This information coming to light required additional work on the annual return as the ‘debt’ and cash and fixed assets have had to be included.  The Internal Auditor has approved the return positively. Cllr Baker proposed approving the AGAR as presented, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. The Clerk and the Chairman duly signed the return.  
(g)
Appointment of Internal Auditor 2019/20
Cllr Baker proposed re-appointing SDH Accounting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Clerk to appoint. 

(h) Defibrillator – to enable Councillors to consider quotes/locations

Cllr Dyke and the Clerk presented quotes for defibrillators as requested. Councillors discussed purchasing 4 defibrillators to be located in the main villages. The Clerk is to liaise with Heartstart Midlands to ask about ongoing maintenance contacts to service the four new defibrillators and the existing one at Criftins Hall.  To report in July.  

678
Housekeeping

Road Closure:  Dudleston Hall Junction to New Crickett Junction 

Start Date: 31st July 2019 End Date: 31st July 2019
Purpose: Road Closure - Provide 1 new pole, Recover 1 existing pole
Works Promoter:   BT Ref: BC006TI003MW500269800001
Enforcement pattern for Dudleston Hall Junction-New Crickett Junct:09.30 - 15.30 hrs
 Noted. 

679
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting: 
a) SALC bulletins etc circulated by email
b) Response from Shropshire Council to request to extend catchment area for Criftins School to incorporate the whole parish
Councillors discussed the disappointing response from Shropshire Council which stated that it would not be willing to undertake a review to incorporate all areas of the Parish within the catchment area. Councillors requested that the Clerk responds to highlight that the School is a C of E School and that the catchment area is not reflective of the Church of England Benefice area.  The catchment and Benefice areas should be linked so that all children attending local Churches can attend the School in their PCC Benefice.  Currently, children in Welsh Frankton, Criftins and Dudleston cannot attend Criftins School, which Councillors considered to be nonsensical.    
Councillors considered a request from Wem Town Council for Parish Councils to join them to declare a climate emergency.  Councillors noted the request and voiced their intention to work towards reducing the carbon footprint. 

680
CiL – Determination of EOI for CiL Local application (if available)
The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council has delayed their decision date by 3 weeks.

681
Parish Matters/Items for the July Agenda 
Canal and River Trust tow paths – Councillor to discuss the condition of the paths;

Street lighting upgrade – to enable Councillors to progress upgrading some of the Parish lighting.

Councillor Baker reported that, following his nomination by ERPC, he had attended the Buckingham Palace Garden Party which had been a thoroughly enjoyable event. He thanked Councillors for their nomination.  

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:32pm. 










Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council: 08/07/19
At Ellesmere Town Hall immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


