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Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 8th November 2021 at

Ellesmere Town Hall
1090
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:36pm. 

1091
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr S Jackson which were duly accepted by the Council. 

1092
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations or requests were received. 

1093 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th October 2021 - To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes of the last meeting.  Cllr Ward      proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Swanston , all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

1094
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
Cllr Swanston asked if any feedback had been received from Highways relating to reports made about outstanding matters in Tetchill (road line re marking etc).  The Clerk confirmed that nothing had been received. It was noted that new markings are due to be put down near the Greyhound Pub.  

No dates have been received from Groundforce as to when the sign cleaning will be undertaken. 

Cllr Cole will lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council on Remembrance Sunday.

1095
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
The Clerk reported that she had been called to attend a Meeting at the Town Council with the Cemetery Working Group manager and a representative from Edgerton’s Funeral Directors to discuss a recent failure in normal procedure.  A full update will be given to the Cemetery Working Group at the next Meeting. The Clerk has requested that a written protocol be established for burial procedure so that future issues can be avoided.  The CWG is bound by Ellesmere Town Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. The Clerk has requested that these are formally adopted annually.  The Town Clerk has confirmed that approval for all financial decisions are put to the CWG and then the Town Council for ratification.  Councillors queried this and expressed the view that all Committee decisions should also be put to ERPC for approval.  This is to be looked into. Action: The agreement is to be checked and the detail confirmed.
1096
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
Cllr Williams reported that Shropshire Council is struggling with next year’s budget. The cost of adult social care takes 2/3 of its annual budget – this is to provide care for 3% of Shropshire’s population. One third remains to be allocated for all of its other spend requirements.  The total budget is £600m.  97% of the Council receives 1/3 of the annual budget. 

1097
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th October 2021
Cllr Baker proposed accepting the approved Minutes of the last meeting, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved.


1098
Street lighting –To discuss/agree quote for the removal of street lights
The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for a date from Eon for the work.  

A resident has reported issues with lights near Horseshoe Lane.  Cllr Ward confirmed that these are due to be removed.  Shropshire Council is now responsible for the lights from Grapes Lane to the Parish Hall.

1099
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council’s engineer has now identified the non working part of the VAS which requires replacement, which has been ordered.

b
Dudleston


No reports. 

c
 Tetchill

Cllr Swanston reported that the road signs are all covered by vegetation. Groundforce will cut these back when the cleaning work is undertaken. 

d
Lee




Cllr Dyke reported that the defibrillators are both in good order in Lee and Welsh Frankton.

e
Welsh Frankton 

The Clerk reported that some residents wish to undertake a community speed watch campaign. The Clerk will liaise with the Police to progress this. 

f
General issues 
‘SLOW’ road markings to be replaced by the Greyhound Pub.  Further to a complaint received at the last Meeting the new Portfolio Holder for Highways is due to attend the Town Council’s December meeting to discuss Birch Road and other local issues. 

Cllr Swanston queried whether the roll out of 20mph zones in front of Schools will extend to Private as well as State Schools. Councillors discussed the requirements for installation of 30mph zones ie minimum 20 houses.

g
Housing needs survey – update if any

The Clerk reported no update from the Team as yet. 

1100
The Gravel Hole – an update 
The Clerk has requested that all documents be made ready for collection from the Solicitor. No answer has been received as yet. 

1101
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts



The Council acknowledged receipt. 



b
To acknowledge receipt of the Minutes 
The Council acknowledged receipt.


c
Rent review 

The Councillors confirmed receipt of notification of the recent rent review for the Lodge. Cllr Ward proposed approving the increase by £25, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

1102
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates; Policing updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence 
Ellesmere Town Council’s room hire charge increase notice was noted. 
The Clerk drew the Council’s attention to the DEFRA consultation which may have a significant impact on future burial capacity.  This will be discussed at the next Cemetery Working Group Meeting. 

An invitation to nominate persons who have made outstanding efforts during the pandemic to attend the Lord Lieutenant’s Garden Party was received. No nominations were forthcoming. 

1103
Housekeeping 
a
Signage

Councillors received the new dog waste signs and agreed to install them. Further signage was put on hold so that the impact and effectiveness of the first batch can be assessed. 



1104
Highways 

a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern/ road closure notifications

A Brynore Lane road closure was noted. 

The Clerk was asked to request gully cleaning between Ellesmere and Lee. 

b
VAS purchase  – update on project
The Clerk confirmed that Neighbourhood Fund money can be used to purchase Vehicle Activated Signs (or Speed Indicator Devices). She reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner Road Safety Fund grant application made had been rejected on the basis that it was too large.  There is a maximum budget available of £20k overall. Cllr Egerton proposed that the Clerk re-applies for £5k, seconded by Cllr Ward.  The Clerk confirmed that the expenditure would need to be allocated to a LGA 1972 S137 power which, for ERPC, is limited to a maximum of c£16k per annum for projects considered to be of commensurate value to some or all of the community.  The overall project estimate of £40k exceeds this. The Clerk reminded Councillors that some of the Neighbourhood Fund received to date has been earmarked for the Canal rejuvenation project and a further sum from general reserves for the removal of street lighting (c£13k).  The Clerk will provide a breakdown of figures in December.  The Clerk expressed some concerns over the level of spend for this project taking into consideration that the PC would be responsible for £35k of the expenditure, rather than the original estimate of £20k had a larger PCC grant been possible. She suggested that the Council may wish to undertake some community engagement and devise a strategic objectives plan from this exercise to plan for future spend. To take forward and discuss in December.

1105
Community Policing
The Clerk will forward the emailed update to Councillors. (Cllr Williams left at 8:45pm)

1106
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure

The Clerk reported that she is nearing completion of the transfer of accounts to the new system. The current spreadsheets are up to 3rd October as per the latest statements.  

b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Evans proposed all payments presented for approval, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 



c
Update on internet banking application

The Clerk gave an update on the progress of the application. Forms were presented for the signatories to sign. The Clerk explained how payments will be made/approved online. A new mandate was signed to add one signatory and remove 3 others. 

d
PCC Safer Roads Partnership grant application update

As reported earlier, the first application was refused. A second will be applied for. Further applications can be made from the 2022-23 financial budget if the project is split. 

e
Internal Audit Tender (LGA 1972 s94)
Councillors noted receipt of a tender received from SDH Accounting for the 2021-22 Internal Audit of £300. Cllr Ward proposed accepting, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Action: Clerk to appoint. 

f
Budget review 

To review in December. 

g
To re-issue cheque to DB Aquascapes (incorrect account name)

A replacement cheque was issued. To be sent upon return of the original cheque. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/08/21
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£898.30
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/10/21
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£31.82

£42.43
£74.25
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£154.34
	2273
	LGA 1972 s112

	15/10/21
	The Signtists
	Sign
	£22.50
	2274
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/10/21
	ETC
	Room Hire
	£15.00
	2275
	LGA 1972 s111

	008/11/21
	D Betts
	Grounds Maintenance (replaces 2266 11/11/21)
	£1250
	2276
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


 
1107
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
No matters were raised. 

1108
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 13th December 2021
Cllr Ward gave his apologies for the December meeting. 

Screen, projector and WiFi provision for the Halls to be discussed.

Budgets and precept requirement to be discussed. 

Defibrillator training to be progressed. 






There being no further matters for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at      pm. 
Next Ordinary Meeting of ERPC: 13th December 2021
immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


