
Acting Chairman:
Cllr K Egerton
Councillors:

Cllr S Jackson; Cllr S Evans; Cllr S Penrose; Cllr J Baker; 




Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr I Ward; Cllr R Swanston;  

Unitary Cllrs:

Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport

Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 15TH May 2023 at

Criftins Parish Hall

77/23
Election of Chairman - To elect a Chairman for the ensuing 12 months (Declaration of acceptance of office form to be completed)

Cllr Egerton proposed Cllr Evans as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Ward all agreed. Resolved. 

(The Acceptance of Office form was duly signed upon Cllr Evans’s arrival) 

78/23
Election of Vice-Chairman - To elect a Vice-Chairman for the ensuing 12 months (Declaration of acceptance of office form to be completed)

Cllr Egerton proposed Cllr Dyke (in his absence) as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Ward all agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Egerton was voted to stand in as Chairman for the Meeting as proposed by Cllr Davenport, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed.

79/23
Co-option of Councillor – to consider applications to join the Parish Council 

No application received. One vacancy for Dudleston Heath Ward is still available.

80/23
Election of Sub-Committees Members for 2023-24
a)
Planning Committee

All Councillors were proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 


81/23
Election of Representatives to other Organisations

a) Ellesmere Cemetery Working Group
Cllr Ward proposed that Cllr Dyke, Richardson, Baker and Egerton continue to represent ERPC on the Cemetery Working Group.  All agreed.  Resolved. 

b) North Shropshire Association of Local Councils
Clls Gargiulo and Jackson were proposed by Cllr Davenport and Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
Representatives - 
SCRUA – Cllr Ward was proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Penrose, all agreed. Cllr Ward gave an overview of the function of SCRUA.
ABP Hordley Liaison Meeting – Cllr Egerton proposed Cllr Dyke, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 
82/23
Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a
To transfer monies between bank accounts with TSB and set up online payments
b
To return planning responses on behalf of the Parish Council if required 
c
To act as Data Controller
All three proposals were put forward by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

83/23
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at   7:40  pm. There were  no members of the public present. 

84/23
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr T Richardson and Cllr G Dyke. It was noted that  Cllr Evans will be joining the meeting later. 
85/23
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

 (LGA 1972 s94)]

No declarations were received.

86/23
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th April 2023- To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) ); 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Penrose proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

87/23
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No matters were raised. 

88/23
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

No meetings had been attended.

89/23
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.

Cllr Williams reported that the electoral boundary review is ongoing.  The proposals put forward will result in Ellesmere parish having only one Unitary Councillor as it will fall entirely within the St Martins division. Two members would be elected for that new division which includes the current St Martins parish.   
Cllr Davenport raised concerns about the Spunhill crossroads particularly in light of the recent fatal accident. This crossroads needs an urgent review for signage and speed reduction.  A new airband pole is obscuring view from the Colemere side. play work requires attention.  There is currently only one single white line down the centre of the road coming over the brow of the hill. It was suggested that it needs double lines and/or directional arrows to direct overtaking vehicles back in lane.  When there are club days at the sailing club this results in increases in traffic, including traffic towing.  Shropshire Council needs to design safety measures and mitigations.  It was reported that Welshampton Parish Council are lobbying for improvements.  Clerk and Cllr Davenport to setup and co-ordinate a site visit with the police/Shropshire Council Highways/both affected Parish Councils/and others was proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved.  
Cllr Evans arrived.
Airband – Cllr Davenport will be meeting Airband on Wednesday to discuss the recent pole installations in the parish.

90/23
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 17th April 2023
Councillors confirmed receipt of the Minutes. Cllr Gargiulo proposed that they be accepted, seconded by Cllr Penrose , all agreed. Resolved. 


91/23
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns

The Clerk confirmed that she has received acknowledgement of the acceptance of Eon’s quote to upgrade x4 lights in Dudleston Heath.  No date for works has been given as yet. 
92/23
Playground – to receive annual grounds maintenance quotation for consideration (£1400); To consider quotes to relocate rear fence: The Clerk reported quotes are still being sourced. 
Annual playground maintenance quotation: 

The quotation was considered by the Councillors. Cllr Ward proposed accepting the quote from DJB Aquascapes, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. 

93/23
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


The Gravel Hole – a resident has queried the grass cutting plan. Councillors confirmed that it has been agreed that only an access path should be cut through it.  Once ownership has been formalised the Councillors agreed that they want to have an ecology report commissioned.  
Cllr Gargiulo informed the Council that there had been a car crash near the School after which the  car was left in situ for 24hrs. Councillors discussed the accident and if vegetation overgrowth might have been to blame.  School lane needs priority for cutting – Clerk to request/report. 
Councillors confirmed that speeding is still an issue around the School.  They further discussed whether the 20mph zones have been installed outside the schools across the county yet. Clerk to investigate.  The Clerk confirmed that she has not had a response to the enquiry regarding 30mph repeater signs though Dudleston Heath.  Cllr Ward reported that 2 Shropshire Council street lights have still not been upgraded at the Ellesmere end of the village.

Bus shelters – The Clerk chased Officers again last week for an update following the site visit. As yet there has been no response. Councillors reported that passengers are not being picked up from the designated stops.  Buses are not running to time leaving passengers waiting for long periods. The timetable is not published online.  Ellesemere Town Council is apparently also taking this up. The bus company seems to have changed.  

b
Dudleston


Councillors discussed the recent storm which caused an unprecedented amount of localised flooding.  Church Road – the ford was blocked by sand which has now been cleared although the road is closed due to road surface damage as a result of the heavy rainfall. 
Crimpeth Lane – the storm has caused surface damage to the road. Silt deposits have been cleared although dumped on top of a drainage gulley at the end of the road. The gullies need clearing near to Kilhendre Hall. 
Bridge on Wrexham boundary near Sodylt. The Clerk and Cllr Davenport contacted Wrexham Council  regarding the temporary traffic lights which have been in place for an extended period of time.  The bridge requires repairs.  It is of structural significance being the first bridge which Thomas Telford built and is a listed structure. Councillors queried if a plaque will be put on it to mark its significance.  The Clerk will make the enquiry.

c
 Tetchill

Cllr Swanston reported that the white lining works which should have been done on 14/4 is still outstanding due to adverse weather. The overgrown hedge at Oak House Farm is still causing issues.  The Highways Dept has been out to inspect it and will be arranging to have it cut back and to reinstate the gravel pull off area on the corner.  
Drainage issues in Tetchill are ongoing.  Engineers have been out and will be sending a jetter.  Tetchill Brook, which is currently dry, is probably blocked by tree roots and rubble.  A private house with sewage coming up in driveway is having the drain looked at privately.  There should not been foul water feeding in to this.  
VAS poles: no movement on VAS installations. Landowner permission is being sought for one pole.  Cllr Swanston queried if could two units be installed on same pole. This may be a solution near Val View on the Hordley Road.  Clerk to ask.  
Cllr Swanston reported that a lady was hit by car on the Tetchill to Lee. The driver failed to stop. This has been reported to the police.  It was noted that no white lines installed outside the College as yet.  
d
Lee




No report. Spunhill crossorads has been covered.

e
Welsh Frankton 

Cllr Davenport raise the Hall car park light still being out. The Clerk has called Eon out to attend to the repair.  

f
General issues 
Nothing raised. 

g
Community policing
The Clerk has emailed the local Officer hoping for a newsletter/update or attendance at a meeting. She has not received a response to date. The email was copied to the Inspector as well.  


The Clerk was asked to extend an invitation to Officers to attend. 
h
Footpaths


No matters were raised. 
i
Bus stops: The Clerk has chased Officers for a response but has yet to receive a response. 

Discussed under a previous item. 

94/23
The Gravel Hole – Possession claim/maintenance
The Clerk confirmed that she has again chase the Solicitor for an update. He appears to be on annual leave at present. 

95/23
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts
- Councillors acknowledged receipt.

b 
To acknowledge receipt of other correspondence – Nothing received. 
c
Feedback from CWG meeting. The next meeting is due shortly. The Minutes of the last meeting were acknowledged. 


d 
To consider/discuss offer of land donation

Councillors noted an that an informal offer of land has been received for possible future cemetery use. The Councillors agreed that they would like the CWG to explore the possibilities of accepting the land to provide possible burial space and report back to the Parish Council with any recommendations for them to consider as and when they are in a position to do so. Proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
96/23
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins : Infrastructure levy consultation; Place Plans update/input; Electoral review of Shropshire; Shropshire cycling and walking plan consultation; Letters of thanks for annual grants; ETC: Provision of medical services in the Ellesmere area

Councillors noted emailed letters of thanks for the recent grants given to the Parish Halls. 

Councillors discussed the recent letter sent from Ellesmere Town Council to raise awareness of their approach to Rachel Robinson, Director of Public Health and Sir Ian Mckay, chair of the ICB to raise concerns regarding medical provision in the area.  
Cllr Davenport proposed writing in support, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed.  Resolved. 
Place Plans update: The Clerk asked Councillors for items for inclusion – completed projects were noted.  Councillors were asked to look online and identify new priorities and re-confirm the old ones – to feedback to the Clerk for response to Shropshire Council. 
Electoral Boundary Review: Proposals to create a single division: The Councillors agreed that they were content with Boundary Commission’s changes to create one area.  ERPC to support as proposed, motion put forward by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 
Infrastructure Levy Consulation: Councillors discussed the NALC consultation with 43 questions to be consulted upon.  Cllr Swanston was asked to research and respond on behalf of the Council. 
Shropshire cycling & walking plan – Councillors agreed that they would like the current (adequate) provision properly maintained, not only by volunteer groups. Cycling routes need good maintenance as road surfaces not adequate. 
PCC funding safer road projects grant funding application process is now open – for inclusion on the next agenda.
97/23
Housekeeping 
a
Community engagement – Cllr Jackson reported that Facebook is going well. The photos of the new commemorative sign on the tree at the chapel in Welsh Frankton have been uploaded
b
To adopt: Standing orders; Financial regulations; Risk assessment policies – Take forward to June’s agenda.
c
To confirm meeting dates and venues

Councillors agreed to hold all meetings for the coming year at  Criftins Parish Hall on the second Monday of each month (excepting August) where possible. Any changes will be advertised accordingly.  

d
To confirm Clerk’s SLCC membership and ERPC’s SALC affiliation

The membership and affiliation were proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

d
To accept the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 25th April 2023
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting. Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. These will be formally approved and accepted at the next Annual Parish Meeting. 
e
Annual Joint Dinner
Councillors discussed holding a joint annual dinner and decided not to take this forward. 



98/23
Highways 
a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents, speeding etc – Spunhill crossroads – covered under previous item. 

Councillors discussed speeding through Dudleston Heath village.
The Clerk was asked to check the grass cutting programme for junctions with Highways. 

b
Road closures:

Road Closure:  Junct West Of Pentrehelin To South Of Criftins Start Date: 27th July 2023 End Date: 27th July 2023
Purpose: Road Closure - Replace manhole frame and cover Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water
Works Promoter Ref: LB7012204-000013260145A-01
Enforcement pattern for Junct West Of Pentrehelin To South Of Criftins: All the time
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=134018613
Road Closure:  B5068, Dudleston Heath Start Date: 28th July 2023 End Date: 28th July 2023
Purpose: Road Closure - Repair/Replace Defective Frame and Cover Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water
Works Promoter Ref: LB7012204-000013334854-01
Enforcement pattern for B5068, Dudleston Heath: 9.30 - 14.30hrs :  https://one.network/?tm=134019051
Road Closure:  Eastwick Lane, Dudleston Heath Start Date: 1st August 2023 End Date: 2nd August 2023
Purpose: Road Closure - REPLACE 4 X DECAYED BT POLES Works Promoter:   Openreach
Works Promoter Ref: BC410TM00000500306560000-01
Enforcement pattern for Eastwick Lane, Dudleston Heath:9.30 - 15.30hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=134040380
Road closures as listed above were noted. 

Cllr Swanston and Cllr Williams left the meeting 9:10pm
99/23
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors noted receipt of the most current bank statements. It was noted that up to date accounts have not been provided due to the year end process being ongoing – the last year’s accounts have not yet been closed down. The Clerk will provide a new set of accounts once the new year’s accounts have been opened.  The annual interest statement was noted. 
b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Councillors noted all payments requiring approval (to include salary). All payments were proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Evans,  all agreed. Resolved. 

c
Insurance (Long Term Agreement renewal) quote for approval 
Councillors noted the renewal notice for the long term agreement taken out in the previous year.  Cllr Ward proposed payment, seconded by Cllr Penrose, all agreed. 
d
Internal Audit 

The Clerk informed the Council that the internal audit is currently ongoing. The Clerk reported that she has provided evidence as required and hopes that the process will be concluded shortly. The Return for the CWG is also in process – This process has been changed from previous years. Both returns will be taken to June’s meeting for approval and signature prior to submission to the External Auditor following that approval.  

e
To acknowledge remittance advice from Shropshire Council for payment of the Precept and any Neighbourhood Fund monies
Councillors noted receipt of the monies as above (shown below).  The Clerk informed Members that she has received confirmation from Shropshire Council that the application for an Environmental Maintenance Grant has now been processed and should be received shortly. This is a match funded grant.  
Evidence has been provided that the Parish Council can provide match funding. 
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/04/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1118.96
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/05/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£42.71 ERPC

£56.95 Employee

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/05/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£333.79
	2443
	LGA 1972 s112

	01/05/23
	SALC
	Affiliation fee
	£1,090.71
	2445
	LGA1972 S143

	18/04/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire 15/5/23
	£22.50
	2446
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/05/23
	Zurich
	Insurance renewal
	£829.06
	2447
	LGA 1972 s140

	26/04/23
	MA Roberts
	Bus shelter maintenance
	£200
	2448
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1953 s4

	28/04/23
	D Betts
	Playground maintenance
	£1400
	2449
	PHA 1875 s164;OSA 1906 ss9&10

	Receipts
	From
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	18/04/23
	Shropshire Council 
	Precept
	£42,500.00
	
	Local Government Act 1972, s.41 (4) 

LG Finance Act 1992 s39

	20/04/23
	Shropshire Council
	Neighbourhood Fund
	£14,368.00
	
	Planning Act 2008 s216 (2), & regulation 59, as amended by the 2012 and 2013 Regulations


A quote for playground maintenance was received with no increase for 2023-24. Cllr Davenport proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed.  The contract was awarded to DB Aquascapes. 
Councillors remarked upon the recent bus shelter renovation works and agreed that it has been transformed.

100/23
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda –12th June 2023 (Criftins Parish Hall)
Sign cleaning
Maintenance of the pavement from Criftins Parish Hall to the Church was raised. Councillors to seek a quote for urgent clearing to facilitate safe passage.  

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attendinig and declared the Meeting closed at 9:16pm.
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