


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr G Dyke
Councillors:	Cllr J Baker; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr J Waller-Davies
		Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Evans; 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr S Davenport						
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting held 
on 12th February 2024 at Criftins Parish Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk147744780]1	Welcome, Announcements, Apologies and/or Absences 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:    pm. Apologies were received from Cllr R Swanston, Cllr Richardson, Cllr Penrose and Cllr Williams.   
Eight members of the public attended the Meeting. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - 
No declarations were received. 

3	Public Question Time - To respond to representations by members of the public attending
Two residents attended to request support for a Build your own Affordable Home Scheme asking the Council to confirm that they have a strong local connection.
Three residents attended to give background information regarding their application for a green burial site in Lee.  
Another resident attended to discuss highways matters but was unable to stay for the whole meeting. He was asked to return in March. 

4	Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 8th January 2024 - To confirm the minutes  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th January 2024. Cllr Jackson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 


5	Matters arising from the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 8th January 2024
No items were raised. 

6	New planning applications/consultations received requiring comment: (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for views on new planning applications under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Shropshire Council is the determining authority.)

23/05278/FUL  (validated: 17/01/2024)
Address:  Proposed Natural Burial Ground, Lee, Ellesmere, Shropshire
Proposal:  Change of use of agricultural land to provide natural burial ground and formation of associated car park
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S57K08TDM0F00
The Parish Councillors agreed that in principle they would support this application as it would not only provide much needed additional burial plots but also if offers an alternative style of burial to the traditional within the parish.
However, the Parish Council has noted that comments from several consultees (Highways, Drainage etc) are outstanding and not all supporting documents have been submitted - without being able to view these the Councillors felt unable to give a completely informed viewpoint and, therefore, could support it in principle only. The Councillors noted that a pre app was undertaken and approved, however they have not seen this.
The Parish Councillors agreed that they would like to see a business operation plan to include hours of operation; information about how records will be maintained long term and whether they will be available for public access; confirmed daily hours of operation; details of how visitors will be managed/will visiting times be limited to non peak hours for example in order to manage traffic; more details of how the proposed trust will work; licensing information, how long the plots will be purchased for etc.
The Councillors agreed that they would strongly support a 30mph zone being put into place through the village of Lee and would ask that this be considered to support and complement this application.

7	New planning applications received since 6th February 2024 – to acknowledge receipt
No new applications have been received. 

8	Planning Decisions notified by Shropshire Council
23/04876/FUL  (validated: 13/11/2023)
Address:  Proposed Residential Barn Conversions South Of Pentreheylin Lodge, Dudleston Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Conversion of barns to 4 No. dwellings, installation of treatment plants, creation of amenity space
Decision:  Refuse

 23/04405/FUL  (validated: 25/10/2023)
Address:  Blackwater Meadow Marina, Birch Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire
Proposal:  Siting of additional 23no. timber clad caravans
Decision:  Withdrawn

23/05158/FUL  (validated: 01/12/2023)
Address:  Winston, Ellesmere Road, Tetchill, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9BA
Proposal:  Erection of an agricultural livestock building and all associated works.
Decision:  Grant Permission

23/04807/OUT  (validated: 16/11/2023)
Address:  Land South Elson Cottage, Elson Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application for the erection of 6no. dwellings (1 affordable) to include access and layout
Decision:  Refuse

9	Appeals
23/00699/FUL 2 Ivy Villas – appeal noted.

10	Correspondence 
The Councillors discussed the request to support a Build your own Affordable Home Scheme.  This application was confirmed as a single plot exception site. The owners have local businesses and local family.  However, it was noted that the applicants live c half a mile outside the Parish boundary. The Councillors agreed that they are content to fully support a local couple with their application although it was noted that they do not formally meet more than one of the specified criteria for the Parish but they do meet every criteria within a 5 mile radius of the boundary proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by  Cllr Davenport, all agreed.  

11	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information: a) To enable Councillors to discuss/receive any Planning Enforcement matters.
Cllr Egerton proposed closing the meeting, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 
New planning enforcement guidelines issued by Shropshire Council were noted. 
Three alleged breach of planning matters were raised and discussed following a response from Shropshire Council.  Notifications of enforcement matters are sent to the Parish Council, but never any outcomes.  
Councillors queried whether the occupants of static caravans pay any council tax.
A new matter was raised which the Clerk was asked to report. Cllr Waller-Davies to provide supporting evidence. 

12	Confirmation of February’s Meeting date (11th) & items for inclusion on the agenda 
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:11pm.



