


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr E Peers; Cllr I Ward; Cllr J Gargiulo
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr R Swanston 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllrs: 	Not present
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 8th June 2026 at Welsh Frankton Village Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:32pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Ward and Cartledge and Unitary Cllrs B Evans and C Rowley.  Cllr Evans noted the recent resignation by Cllr T Richardson and thanked him for his service to the Parish Council. There were no members of the public in attendance. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
Cllr Egerton declared an interest in item 12.

3	Co-option of Councillor – to enable Councillors to review/consider applications 
The Clerk confirmed that no applications have been received to date for vacancies in Dudleston or Welsh Frankton.  

4	Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th May 2026 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the Minutes from the Annual meeting of the Parish Council.  Cllr Swanston proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Sands, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

6	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
Cllr Peers gave feedback from a course she recently attended on AI.  The Councillors discussed the potential pros and cons of parish councils implementing AI.  Overall it was considered not to be appropriate at this time due to potential inaccuracies and lack of owership. 

7	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
The emailed report from Cllr B Evans was noted.  The Councillors agreed that attendance from one Unitary Councillor at each meeting should be achievable and is vital for on going support.  A progress report on actions raised would be helpful.  No site visit has been held as yet in Tetchill to discuss drainage issues which was requested some months ago.   

8	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th May 2026
Cllr Waller-Davies proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 	

9	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns; update on inventory check and Grapes Lane repair
The Clerk reported that a check has been booked in for the end of the month.  She will check on the progress of the Grapes Lane light repair.  A quote for the removal of redundant lights will be discussed during the inventory check. 

10	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The latest monthly report raised no issues. The annual inspection has been booked.  

11	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr S Evans proposed a budget of £300 for the new notice board, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Peers reported that there are some blocked drains in the area. To report on FixMyStreet. 
Clerk to order litter picking equipment. The trolley has been returned and will be kept at Criftins Parish Hall.  

b	Dudleston		
It was reported that a new water pipe will be installed in Overton resulting in large roadworks.  To monitor.
Kilhendre Bridge repairs are still outstanding.  Signage is still in the hedge.  

c	 Tetchill
No updates. 

d	Lee				
Nothing to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Recent damage to the notice board was noted. Repairs are in hand. 

f	Footpaths	
Nothing to report. 

g	Criftins School 			
Two joint Heads are now in place. Cllr Gargiulo gave a report.  Spaces are available for September for Year 1,  with spaces also available in other years.  

h	Community policing	
The latest newsletter was noted. 
						
12	The Gravel Hole –To consider quotation for clearance and grounds maintenance/tree work
Cllr Egerton did not participate in this item.
A comprehensive quote for various works was discussed.  Work to define the boundaries £280+VAT, removal of poor specimens and low branches over 2 days at £300 +VAT per day and the removal of scrap metal and clearance at £300+VAT per day.  In all it was anticipated that work would take a maximum of 5 days.  Cllr Waller Davies proposed accepting the quote in its entirety in order to have the area tidied up and made safe, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Jackson proposed an internal boundary fence be installed, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Fencing needs to be included on the July agenda. Tree suitability for bird boxes to be assessed in due course. 

13	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. The Parish Council representatives on the CWG discussed the last meeting.  A complaint was received regarding the behaviour of a member. Clerk to take this forward with the Town Council.  

b	To elect a new member
Cllr Peers was proposed by Cllr Jackson, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

The Clerk advised that she had been approached by Shropshire Council to see if the Parish Council would like to take over the ownership of the old workhouse cemetery. The Councillors agreed that this should be in joint ownership with the Town Council if it is to be handed over. 

14	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to consider
The Clerk raised the Local Plan and Project Keystone consultations and requested that Councillors respond to these individually online. 

15	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Recent local posts were discussed/noted.  

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required/signage quote
New pads for the Dudleston Church defibrillator have been ordered. New guardian requests to be sent to Cllrs Egerton and Jackson to reflect their new Gov.uk email addresses. 

c	Tetchill Brook – proposed meeting update
The Clerk confirmed that she is awaiting responses to meeting invitations sent to key stakeholders.  
	
16	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No matters were raised. 

b	Road Closure/Works notifications:
· Permit ref: BC341SAS-WGRWF75H-RC-01 Dates and times : 04/08/2026 08:00 to 05/08/2026 18:00  Work taking place: Install x 7 poles
Location: Outside No 1 to Outside Perthy house Perthy, Ellesmere Rural, Lower Frankton, Welsh Frankton, Shropshire, SY12 9HP
· Unnamed road, Perthy Start Date: 8th July 2026 End Date: 8th July 2026 Purpose: Road Closure - Install 7 x poles
Works Promoter:   Openreach Works Promoter Ref: BC341SAS-WGRWF75H-RC-02 Enforcement pattern for Unnamed road, Perthy:
All the time You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=GB15021859
Noted. 

c	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A)/Stops: update 
Posters to advertise the service have been put up and hand delivered locally.  The Tuesday market day service will run until 1st September 2026.  

d	Spunhill Crossroads – to enable reporting of schedule works update
The Highways Department has confirmed that works have been delivered. Welshampton Parish Council and ERPC have not noticed any discernible changes.  Clerk to query what has been done. 




17	Accounts	
a	Bank statements for information
The Clerk proposed moving £30k to the reserve account. Cllr Peers proposed the move, seconded b y Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments were proposed for approval by  Cllr Peers, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk reminded the Council that account signatories will need to be reviewed. To include for discussion in July. 

c	Insurance renewal confirmation
The Clerk confirmed that the insurance has been renewed. 

d	Banking: Position update; Closure of account; Approval of transfer of DD’s to new account
New DDs set up for employee salary, Hugo Fox x2, Shropshire Council, HMRC, Nest Pension
The Clerk confirmed that new direct debits have been set up for the new account.  

e	Internal auditor’s report – to accept and acknowledge any findings therein
Cllr Peers proposed accepting the report and its findings, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

f	Year end reconciliation for approval and asset register; to review joint accounting statement to include the CWG figures
Cllr Swanston proposed the approval of the year end figures, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 

g	Completion of the Annual Governance Statement 2025-26
The Councillors considered the Statement. Cllr Gargiulo proposed the completion and approval of the Statement with all questions being answered positively, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman and Clerk signed the Statement.

h	Approval of the Annual Accounting Statements 2025-26
Cllr Peers, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, proposed the approval of the Accounting Statement, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman and Clerk signed the Statement. 

i	Approval of the submission of the AGAR 2025-26 to the External Auditor
Cllr Jackson proposed the return of the AGAR 2025-26, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

j	Approval of employee’s unpaid May salary payment
Following the non payment of the Clerk’s standing order in May, Cllr Waller-Davies proposed an online payment be made, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 

k	Re-issue of Bethphage grant payments £200
The Clerk advised that the payments had failed due to insufficient funds in the old bank account from which the cheques had been issued. Cllr Jackson proposed re-issuing payments, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed, resolved. 


l	Approval of signatory removal from bank account
To take forward to July.

m	Confirmation of annual playground inspection
The Clerk confirmed that this has been booked. 
 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/06/26
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£57.77employer
£96.28employee
£154.05 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/06/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	13/05/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	28/05/26
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£51.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	01/06/26
	Shropshire Council
	Joint energy agreement
	£1387.91
	DD
	PCA 1957s3; HA 1980s301

	15/05/26
	SALC
	Cllr Training
	£60.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	20/05/26
	Eon
	 Street light repair
	£180.00
	Online
	PCA 1957s3; HA 1980s301

	02/06/26
	RA Faulkner
	Grounds maintenance
	£285.01
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10



18	Items for the next agenda (13th July 2026 Welsh Frankton)
As noted within the Minutes. 
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:31pm. 
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